History of The Fastnet Lighthouse

The second Fastnet lighthouse, which can be seen just 9 miles southeast of where you
now stand, marks a jagged pinnacle of rock, which rises fron the sea bed, and prior to
its being surmounted by an earlier lighthouse, created a serious hazard to shipping
using the traditional Atlantic sea-routes to and from North America and Canada.

The first Fastnet lighthouse, which was of cast-iron construction was designed by
George Halpin, Engineer to the Irish Lighthouse Service of the period, and was
completed in the year 1853. However, the ability of this tower to withstand the severe
winter weather conditions experienced in this exposed sea area was a cause for
concern, as a similar cast-iron tower on the neighbouring Calf Rock had been
destroyed in a great storm in the winter of 1881. Consequently, in 1891, the
Commissioners of Irish Lights decided that, due to the extremely dangerous location
of the Fastnet Rock, Halpin's tower should be replaced.

Accordingly, William Douglass, Engineer-in-Chief of Irish Lights at the time, deS|gned
a replacement tower of stone composition and innovative design.

Work begun on the construction of the new Cornish granite tower in 1896 and eight

years later, on 27 June 1904, its powerful new light was established for the first time
with spectacular success.
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