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DUNBEACON CASTLE, the remains of a tower house on the site of an old/, /
promontory fort built in 1460 by Donall O’Mahony; a large shell midden et
down by the shore may date from Late Bronze Age. Dunbeacon ~ Pk J} =
seems to have been an important site over the centuries with a -
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DHURODE COPPER MINE, with the round stone built Explosives Magazine. Copper; . . Coolcoulaghta Stone Row is near
the farm across the road.
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roads and paths been paved.

Barytes, Iron, Lead, Silver and Gold have all been mined in the area from Bronze Age times . In
the 19C there were mines at Carrigaghat, Boulysallagh, Crookhaven, Mizen Head, Brow Head.
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There are ring forts (rath, lios, diin) at Dunkelly Middle, Dunmanus East and West. These were l k 2 o
enclosed farmsteads built in early Christian times to protect from natural predators as well as Mucklagh = /‘
raiders. A holy well (Tobernasool) in Dunmanus West and a fulachta fian (cooking pit in which water was heated with

hot stones from 1900 BC -1400BC)
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fRux DUNMANUS CASTLE, a classic tower house, built by Donogh More O’Mahony in 1430, beside the Cold Isd.
- little harbour. The castle built on the site of an ancient dun; Manus was probably

~ chiefs of the people that occupied the area before

the O’'Mahonys.
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Over the centuries, every fai
Plunkett in the late 19C farm
farmer took his milk to a cel
steam engine). ‘Going to the
- = with donkey or horse and cat
creamery used to come round the area (there is a restore
pictured left) and then a new Creamery building was const
' like Drinagh, Lisavaird and Bandon have amalgamated into
from refrigerated tanks on the farms.
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A k I m Barleycove is a large sandy beach backed by sand dunes. The sand dunes were thrown up in the
—— S tsunami that swept the Atlantic seaboard after the earthquake in Lisbon in 1755. There was said
HI “ to be a village buried by the sand.And there are mooring rings up at the other end of ﬂﬂ'“'“h‘l'

Lissigriffin Lakes. Today the dunes have been partially eroded and they are protected like
much of the coast round this area as European designated Special Areas of Conservation.
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. . KILMOE CHURCH AND GRAVEYARD. This | |C mediaeval = —
g d ag a a 0 and, pa e 0 ame 2 D ® church was in disrepair in 1639, vacant by 1666 and in ruins e
by 1700, but the graveyard is still used for burials Palieanateada >\\ -

o and there are headstones from 1790. There is a S " 7 ::otlw.lr;ue: right Irlvto the B
cross slab circa 9C inside the door of the ey 2 j/ / in Ireland, portal, court,

2 . . . v - . " y s = " DK .y . { d wedge. In the
5 church and bullin (bowl made in the rock) The east window is 54 s / (o ’ 3 ’ ’ < - P s < v § passage an
The Fort of the Lake known as Three Castle Head. The pier was used for the mackerel Femarkabla for itslunustal Llibemo-Romanes|que desizn) ==\ 5 / s { i . ; { 7

- and herring fishing. The Three Castles are on private land. There is a tower with two e LL“’ e, / ‘.7/
' mural towers connected by a curtain wall. There is evidence of an old promontory o L

A . . a a . -] fort on the site and the original tower might have been there from 1207 but the 2 5 #2 e v

, g present towers date from the 15thC. It was an O’Mahony stronghold. With the 7 1/__-’ / /f i 3

[ ) coming of the Vikings to Cork in 820AD and the Anglo-Normans in 1170 the sites. & J/://’
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of duin, rath, promontory forts, rocks and crags that could give protection became ?’éf;
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THE ALTAR CHURC
Church of the Poor, built
poor in times of hunger.
Fastnet Sails) and Glebe
of extreme poverty, hung
1845,1862,1880

and the early 1900s. Pop:
an increase of over 4,800 people in the western parishes
\ tithes added a hard burden. By the end of the 19C centul
decimated through death and emigration.
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73 fortified strongholds. Early castles are rare and the ones on the Mizen Peninsula date
' \/ ] . '« . from the 15th Century. The p ier used for mackerel and herring fishing - and more
recently a more notorious cargo
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® ® . Mizen Head Signal Station Visitor Centre has been developed by a local !
. tourism co-operative at Ireland's most southwesterly point. They have a |
[} - lease on the path and some of the buildings of the Irish Lights Signal Station f'
. o & & . (N i which was built in 1910 to protect shipping from the cliffs in fog. It is a s, (s \ 7 Castle
. E tacular location with its folded rocks and high cliffs. =4 Sh o Led i Point lidhe
he Signal Station is on Cloghane island joined to the mainland with a fine example of a reinforced.,upaen uo i i ﬁl}’\x \L] f -
oncrete Arched Bridge built in 1908-10. There is a Signal Tower above the Irish Lights e eyl 2 o0 O e Coasatran Goat-island
r - asts with the remains of a military road coming from the direction of Barleycove.  #: - j [Z = . " ] Sound
. . q . q . he first large mast was erected by Decca navigation but it is now = 65 (}nug{l’ /j_/ 0

sed by the Coastal Rescue Service based in Shannon.

This village was built during the nineteenth century at a crossroads
houses were originally built as shops.There is a hidden harbour at
inlet". The harbour dries at low tide, giving great feeding for a variet
water quay at the entrance to accommodate fishing b
caulking pot with a chimney.A fire was set at the bo
that was stuffed into the seams of wooden ships to

Three Castle Head 7
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~ Crookhaven Harbour is as picturesque as it was useful being a large sheltered harbour in the ‘last Parish before America’. Crookh Lighth and the C d Station are on
Rock Island. Houses were built on Rock Island to house the workmen building the new Fastnet Lighthouse, the Keepers and their wives for Crookhaven, Fastnet Lighthouses and later

i = Mizen Head Fog Signal Station.
unloug %
Brow Head has had a long history of communications. In earliest times there would The Roadstone Quarry on the hillside provided metalling for the roads of Wales until 1945 and employed 100 men. The two towers on Rock Island and beside the road are ornamental.
have been a beacon lit to send a message; In 1795 Edgeworth invented semaphore, a The remains of an old fish palace pailis éisc are beside the road at Letter. In the 16C and 17C shoals of pilchards were plentiful round this coast. In 1616 the seine net was introduced
system of signalling flags and masts with huge flags were later erected all round the and from then on huge catches were brought ashore. The catch was smoked and put in hogshead barrels for export to Spain, Portugal and Italy. Fishing employed many people - for OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA AND ST. PATRICK is the name o
O £ coast including Brow Head. In 1806 the Signal Tower was built and later Lloyds built a ] instance 12 seine boats each with a six man crew worked out of Dunmanus harbour on the northside of the peninsula in the early 19C. In 1758 the catch was mackerel for export to present Church was built by Father John Foley, PP (1848-1855) and was blesse
9 D Q station to signal to ships with their orders. Later they installed an undersea cable to = 5 the West Indies. Hake, salmon and herring were exported in payment for imports of wine. When the fish shoals were depleted early in the 19C, it caused hardship for hundreds of 1854.The original parish church of 1731 was Boulysallagh (Baile Salach) — no
> - > the Fastnet to telegraph messages. Lloyds paid the Irish Lights Board £200 p.a. for the I people involved in fishing and preparing the catch. the north of the priest's house. From 1806 — 54 there was a thatched church
% “ < o8 service. After a bad storm a few years ago the end of the cable was exposed on Galley : . P N N "
0 e a 0 Rob B Cove Strand at the bottom of the hill to Brow Head. In 1863 Reuter opened a telegraph line from Cork to Crookhaven én CREFe/AE MEMGEED Ee e (et il el s S i an G stone,a gants grave alacEnEh A3 Casdemehngan e are a series HappuER=Iindn stone. hémeEiee Like all Catholic parishes, Goleen suffered its own share under the penal laws
> > N 5 " P , o Cockle Strand at the head of Crookhaven Harbour the black stones sticking up from sand are thought to be the remains of an ancient field boundary. Crookhaven is thought to be . e N
Disco D 0 ould, B B o speed transatlantic news. All this was superseded when Marconi his ‘wireless’ N . N N » ; " of Cloughanekilleen there are three distinct places in the townland where M:
2 named after Sir Thomas Crooke, whobrought English settlers to Baltimore in 1600. In 1652 the Downe Survey describes a MacCarthy castle and a star shaped fort built by Sir Thomas I Ough A I Seana-Sei c
) e 0 b 7 D vwer e b D R T (72 1 b s o i Callaros Oughter where there was also a road known as Seana-Seipeal Road.
) D y y > ) ) Marconi came here in 1901 to try to get his first radio message across the Atlantic o / j bve ¥ » g penal altar; there was a Mass rock at Lowertown near the borders of Dreena
and sent a message 225 miles to Poldhu in Cornwall. He put up masts in the village { == = X o into Glaun from Schull.
0 = but then got permission to use the Lloyds Station on Brow Head and he fitted the L 7 \i j ’} ‘;T/ﬁj prinan \ % alljgaclaavaun The village of Crookhaven has a distinguished history as the port of call for ships going to and from America. Over the centuries ships stocked up with provisions here before tackling the Atlantic Ocean. Exports through the port included wheat, oats, pork
- first wireless telegraphic equipment to the Fastnet Rock Lighthouse to communicate l‘[ f-"d"ff,.i -~ j = i3 \\ ?alle Cove and butter; timber and coal were imported. American mails were taken off to speed their arrival in London. In the days of sail and uncertain arrival times, the shipping lines had agents here to ‘give orders’ to the ships into which port their cargo had Goleen Parish includes the ancient parish of Kilmoe and part of the ancient parish of Schull. Carn Ui
- ~ with the passing ships. The Marconi station closed after 18 months and was transferred 7 h /</ //"-r_ s 7 _) } E ¥ been sold. In uncertain times during the Napoleonic wars convoy fleets of up to 175 ships would amass offshore to sail to and from to the West Indies and America. Pilots came from Bristol, Liverpool etc. to guide ships up the coast. They were boundary of the Diocese of Cork at the Synod of Raith Breasail 1111 AD.The five parishes of Dul
- to Valentia, Co. Kerry. | g?q';gM . freelance and would race in rowing boats out of Crookhaven to the ships the first to reach it securing the job. In 1837 424 people lived in Crookk By 1914 the population of Crookt was |52. Today there are 29 permanent residents today. early times as Fonn lartharach, the Western Land and it formed a separate deanery in the Middle Ag
0 0 O atio : T A D4 Raen Paint In the 1800s it was said that you could cross the harbour on the decks of boats. In 1699 Bishop Downes found the remains of a chapel dedicated to St. Mullagha in Crookhaven. In 1717 the present St. Brendan’s Church was built. The remains of the 1852 copper mines Kilhangil and Crookh: which has important connections with Ciaran Cleire, St. Kieran of Cape C
de o e e: 0 d R Boo 0 In 1902 Arthur (Daddy) Nottage came from England and took over the Marconi Wireless @ = // (/Fl - = in Crookhaven at the end of the peninsula and the circular stone magazine are still there in good condition.
Ro 00 g R a 800 0 e d Station on Brow Head. He married a local girl and with her ran the Welcome Inn until his T / ? & There are numerous cillin (children’s graveyard) and burial grounds in the pa
0 0ok » 0 d a - p) death in 1974 at the age of ninety. His grandsons live locally. Brow Head or Mallavogue e e Kilcomane, Kilbarry or Bairre's Church, Kilpatrick and Kilbrown.Also Holy
was a vibrant mining ‘area in the |9C with remains of the mines and the miners' o \W Tobereenbrown (St. Brone’s Well) and Tobareenvohir - this one is cut in solid
houses still evident. Mizen Head |
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